Call from wwdmm%
HQJ&D ehite

Barroso .mew o

 reach m._mﬁ&mw. @mﬁ? _

By wﬁmn_mu. v,awmm in mwsmmm_m

moBm;dm mwﬂmmmpm‘ Eom&
ing about i{he dearth of
female candidates being
considered for the European
Unior’s top jobs, as the
bloc’s 27 leaders prepare to
meet on ThurSday to
appoint the BEUS first per-
mapent presidént and for-
eign policy chief. :
Neelie Kroes, the competi-
tion commissicner, Emwm%
Wallstrim, vice-president of
the Furopean Commission,

ident of the Huropean par-
Tiament, warn' in a letter In
today’s Financial Times
ﬁumﬁ “it iz time. to move

mE,oBrEm womien 1o lead-
ing wo%ﬁomw in the EU™.
Few the candidates
being Emmﬂoumm for the
presidency or the foreign
policy job are women.
Herman Van Rompuy. the
Belgian prime minister,
remains favourite for the
presidency, with his Dutch
couniérpart Jan DPeter

British prime rinister Tony

Blair still in the Tunning.

British foreigh secretary,

| high. representative last

powerful women are warn- .

and Diana Wallis, vice-pres--

from words tc deeds by

Balkenende and former

With David Miliband, the .

wowing out of the race for.

weel, -thé . former Ttalian

00 -, prime’minister Massiine
L h - D Alema ds often Emﬁﬂosmm .
for. the job,- Calong. with.

0fli - Rehn, mamwmmsmwr
commissioner.

Beyond the Eqmmmw eche-
lons, there has been little
E.omﬂwmm in mwaowhﬁﬁm
women 1o influeniial jobs in
Brussels, the letter argues.

QOndy three of the 20 coun-
iries that have publicly
arnounced their choice for
the next Commission have

,m@@owaom women, despite

‘Mantel Barroso,

Hmwmmﬁaa ﬁmmm m.oE ,.Bmm
:m reaps

potateds president, ‘to ‘help

Jhim ﬁmmrw gender parity. Mr -
Barroso- hias .even gome as
far- as “hinting he will offer T

better portfolios to qualified

womer o sway the geven -

yndecided couniries.
Bt still tooks lise the new
Comimission will have fewer
women than the current
one,” the letter notes.

The first Barroso Com-
mission consisted of eight
women out of 25 posts. So

| _w_.os.: _e_.mmmmn_ .ﬁo a::ﬁ Em:.

403\. Blair mﬁoza um
dumped g Gordon. Brown,

the UK prime minister, as.a .’
|:into_securing an economit,

" eandidate for the European
Union presidency-in faveur
of @ drive 10 secure a-top
economic job in-the:
mcaumm:_.nwoaw;wm_o:..
Williain - Hague, .shadow,
foreign-secretary, says -

today, write George 1&._.6_...

and Alex Barket.
Writing inthe Financ al
Times, Mr Hague says the
EU-should not &pgoint a-. .
“limekght hungry” heavy. .
hitter.such as Mr. Blair, the
former British. premier;
mwmc_:m that -he would
“skew™ power. away from’ -
m_anQ national leaders.’
Mr Hague says the new
full-time EU ‘president:
should be a "chairman, ot
.a.chief” arguing the first. -
ncumbent should come’

)
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,ﬂ_‘o_,: a m_.:mz 853
He says Mr Brown wjor_a
instead-put-all his efforts

pertfolia fot-a Briton in

i} José Mariyel Barroso's. -

European. Comrmission, 10
hélp head off u_‘oﬁoﬁ_o;mﬁ
tendencies.”

I The-Euresteptic Mr
Hague's noBBmlw abot,

Mr . ne E_E the

‘preyaiting in _..aooa in
‘Brussels, ahead of a

summit this ._.:cﬂmamu.. .

intendad to carve up the.

big jebs in the EU:
Mr:Blair's. star has waned,

...mw.mc leaders appeared to
[ “shy away: from appoirting. @
", i big figure to the Emwﬁmaoz

Ferman Var Rompuy. the
Belgian premier; remains
the ?oa_.c::mﬂ for .n:m uomﬁ
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EU w mm& wo‘.mwwow#?wm%oiow to top jobs

far only Luxembourg,
Cyprus and Romania have
nominated women commis:
sioners, though Denmark,
Sweden and Ireland, among
‘others, aie expected 0 BH
16w sult this week.

As Mr Barrosc pointed
out last week that will still
make the Commission more
balanced than the meetings

R
Neelie Kroes: one of only
eight female commissioners

of EU heads of state and
moﬁ?Bmmc “Angela Mer-
kel, the German chancellor.

is the onlv woman bead of

mo«mhgmﬁ\n in the BU; Fin-

“lapd and Lithuania co&

have female presidents.

In a letter io Furopean
Voice, a Brussals-based
weekly, a cross-party group
of 10 female MEPs threat-
ened to bring up the gender
imbalance in the parilamen-
tary bearings for the new
Commission. “There i8 a
growing feeling that if the
European parliament does
not see more female candi-
dates...it will reject the
whole Commission and ask
for more female candi-
dates,” they wrote.

The rest of the Brussels
bureaucracy is heavily
male. The Crech Republic is
alone in having a female
permanent representative.
Fifteen of the 16 Commis-
sion policy directorates are
managed by men.
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Western mc_h Agisory offers diverse w_aw of ?nc:,m assistance 10 &
wide spectrum of businesses. Our services include extending cradit
lines, soft loans, providing 2ltarnative or cheaper debt {inanding, stress-
frae loan amangements and credit enhancement.

Call on +975 1758 5395 or email; info@westerngul: musmoé com.
visit www.westernguifadvisory.com for more information.
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