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І. Overviews of political events of the week 

 
Protesters remain on the EuroMaidans in Kyiv and the regions. 
Their main demand is the integration of Ukraine into European 
structures. 
 
Speaker of the Lithuanian Seimas (parliament) Loretta Hrauzhinene 
gave an address at the demonstration of the opposition in Kyiv in 
support of Ukrainians in their aspirations for Euro-integration. She 
noted that Lithuania, which went down its own path towards Europe, 

is prepared to serve as a bridge for Ukraine to the EU. 

Students started to come out onto the EuroMaidan. 1,500 students of the Kyiv-
Mohyla Academy walked in a column to the Taras Shevchenko University, where 
they were met by students of other higher learning institutions. Having united, 
the young students went to Maidan Nezalezhnosti (Independence Square), 
where they said they will stand until November 29. The main slogans of the 
youth were: “The youth of the nation is for Euro-integration”, “Ukraine – stand 
up, demand Europe” and “Ukraine is Europe”.  

The Yulia Tymoshenko case will not be stricken from the order of 
the day regarding relations between Ukraine and the EU after the 
summit in Vilnius, European High Commissioner on Enlargement 
Stefan Fule told journalists in an interview for Echo Moskva. 

Fule pointed out that politically motivated justice does not comply with 
European standards of partnership, adding that regardless of the results of the 
Eastern Partnership Summit, the EU will continue its talks with Ukraine regarding 
further reforms. At the same time, he underscored that signing of the 
Association Agreement will be tougher for official Kyiv. 

Today Yulia Tymoshenko celebrates her 53rd birthday. Just as last year, the 
leader of the opposition remains behind bars on her birthday. 

Students of several national universities held a warning strike in Kyiv in protest 
against the suspending of Ukraine’s Euro-integration. Nearly 15,000 students 
representing 12 universities marched from Maidan to Bankova St. (Presidential 
Administration building) to submit an appeal to President Viktor Yanukovych 
demanding him to sign the Association Agreement with the EU. 

Demonstrators remain on Maidan Nezalezhnosti. Among the 
organizers of the act of protest are students, civic activists and very 
few politicians. Leaders of the opposition travelled to Vilnius to 
attend the EU Eastern Partnership Summit.  

 
Chairman of the European Parliament Committee on Foreign Affairs Elmar Brok 
stated in his address in the Lithuanian parliament during the hearings 
“Parliaments for democracy: towards more ambitious global cooperation” that 
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Europeans stand behind young Ukrainians, who are bravely fighting for their 
future on the streets of Ukrainian cities. 
 
European Commissioner Stefan Fule stated at a conference in Vilnius dedicated 
to civil society preceding the Eastern Partnership summit that the EU is 
prepared to renew preparations for signing of the Association Agreement with 
Ukraine as soon as the latter is ready for this. Commenting on the refusal of the 
Ukrainian government to sign the Association Agreement on Friday, Fule said: “I 
regret this decision”. 

Civic leaders of Ukraine and the EU signed a symbolic Ukraine-EU Association 
Agreement within the framework of the Civil Society Conference held in Vilnius. 
The two sides obligated themselves to apply civil pressure on the government 
with the aim of signing the official Association Agreement as soon as possible. 

The Eastern Partnership summit got under way in Vilnius upon the initiative of 
the EU. The summit will last for two days. President Viktor Yanukovych is 
representing Ukraine at the summit. 
 
President of Lithuania Dalia Gribauskaite, who chairs the EU, stated that the EU 
has no intentions of changing its plans to sign the Association Agreement. As is 
known, President Viktor Yanukovych asked the EU for additional financial aid 
calling the initial sum of EUR 610 million proposed by Brussels “degrading”. 
 
At the same time, Poland’s Foreign Affairs Minister Radoslaw Sikorski stated 
that Moldova should serve as the best example for Ukraine as it does not 
bargain, but instead implemented reforms for which it will receive assistance 
from the EU per individual at the level of candidates for EU membership. Sikorski 
said Moldova achieved more than Ukraine on the issue of visa simplification. 

 
The Eastern Partnership summit of the European Union ended 
without the signing of any documents. The Declaration of Intent in 
which the president of Ukraine requested extension of talks with the 
EU only on condition of the participation of Russia was not signed. 

 
Participants of the European Partnership summit in Vilnius noted in their 
summary declaration the particularly “unprecedented civilian support of 
Ukraine’s political association and economic integration with the EU.” 
Participants of the summit took into account the decision of the government of 
Ukraine to temporarily postpone the process of preparations for signing of the 
Association Agreement, the deepened and all-encompassing Free Trade Zone 
between the the EU and Ukraine and confirmed the sovereign right of every 
partner to freely choose the level of aspirations and goals that should be 
achieved in relations with the European Union.  
 
President of the European Parliament Martin Schulz expressed in his address 
hopes that Ukraine will after all sign the Association Agreement with the EU, 
but this may only be possible under a new president. He pointed out that such a 
possibility remains open for Ukraine.  
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Thousands of Ukrainians organized a “human chain” from the nation’s capital 
to the border of Poland stretching more than 600 km, which is intended to 
show the unity of the Ukrainian people with Europe. This European chain was 
the second organized in Ukraine. In January 1990 a massive human chain of 
Ukrainians was formed under the Act of Unity. 

Trilateral consultations Ukraine-Russia-EU regarding the Association 
Agreement are unacceptable, President of the European Commission Jose 
Manuel Barroso stated after the Eastern Partnership summit.  

Barroso said the European Union has already rubberstamped the Association 
Agreement with Ukraine as a sovereign state, which is why it does not require a 
trilateral format for bilateral relations. 
 
The EuroMaidan adopted a resolution demanding the resignation of President 
Viktor Yanukovych and Premier Mykola Azarov. The corresponding resolution 
was read from the stage on Maidan Nezalezhnosti.  
 
The opposition may nominate a single candidate in the first round of the next 
presidential elections in Ukraine, UDAR leader Vitaliy Klitschko said live on the 
“Shuster LIVE” program. 

 
At 4:10 am waves of Berkut riot police began a ruthless dispersal of 
demonstrators on Maidan. More than 2,000 armed soldiers of the 
Special Forces Unit used batons and noise grenades, kicked 
protesters and poisoned them with gas. As a result of these scuffles 

35 injured people requested medical assistance, 21 were sent for medical 
diagnosis and 7 were hospitalized. Over 30 people were detained by the 
Shevchenko District Police Precinct and were eventually released.  

The police reported that the dispersal of demonstrators from Maidan 
Nezalezhnosti on the evening of November 30 was to ensure free passage of 
equipment to continue preparations for the New Year’s celebrations. 

The United States condemned the use of force against the protesters on 
Maidan Nezalezhnosti in Kyiv, reads the statement issued by the U.S. Embassy 
to Ukraine on the forced dispersal of the protests in the Ukrainian capital. The 
diplomatic mission called on the government of Ukraine to respect the rights of 
civil society and the principles of freedom of speech and assembly, which are a 
fundamental element of democratic values and the cornerstone of our strategic 
partnership, and supported citizens’ rights to express their views through open 
mass media and peaceful demonstration. 

The European Union strongly condemned the use of forces to disperse the 
peaceful demonstrations in Kyiv. In connection with this the EU called on the 
Ukrainian leadership to conduct an investigation into the dispersal of 
demonstrators and prosecute those responsible in the statements of the EU High 
Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy Catherine 
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Ashton and European Commissioner for Enlargement and European 
Neighborhood Policy Stefan Fule. 

This morning Lesya Gongadze, the mother of journalist Heorhiy Gongadze 
murdered in 2000, passed away at the age of 69 in Lviv. Lviv Mayor Andriy 
Sadoviy said: “Lesya Gongadze was a very strong woman and the daughter of a 
Ukrainian patriot who raised a wonderful son to be a genuine defender of the 
national Ukrainian idea, statehood and independence. The Gongadze family is a 
respectable example of true patriotism for all of us. All of Lviv is in mourning.” 

Head of the Presidential Administration Serhiy Lyovochkin tendered his 
resignation, Interfax-Ukraine reported with reference to its key source. 
According to the source, this decision could have been motivated by 
Lyovochkin’s disagreement with the actions of the riot police in dispersing 
protesters on Maidan Nezalezhnosti in downtown Kyiv. 

Thousands of people came out onto Mykhailivska Square in protest against the 
dispersal of the Euro-Maidan in Kyiv. They joined two hundred protestors that 
were beaten by the Berkut riot police seeking refuge in the Mykhailivskiy 
Cathedral. Ukrainians are demanding that President Viktor Yanukovych and the 
government of Premier Mykola Azarov step down from office. Leaders of the 
opposition forces announced a strike and called on Ukrainians to participate in 
the nationwide assembly on December 1. 

 
The nationwide assembly in Ukraine in support of Euro-integration 
and opposed to the current leadership gathered in the nation’s 
capital more than 1 million people. Hundreds of thousands of 
citizens disillusioned by the bloody dispersal of students during the 

peaceful Euro-Maidan demonstrations on Friday night and Saturday came out in 
an act of protest in many cities throughout the country. The mass protests in 
Ukraine have already assumed the proportions of a revolution, said leader of the 
movement “Third Ukrainian Republic” and ex-head of the Ministry of Internal 
Affairs Yuriy Lutsenko. 

Leader of the Svoboda party Oleh Tyahnybok announced the start of a 
nationwide strike. He said a stage and tents will be put up on Maidan 
Nezalezhnosti. He also called on people to act accordingly and not give in to any 
provocations. 

Leader of the Batkivshchyna faction Arseniy Yatsenyuk announced the 
“deployment of the National Resistance on Maidan” and that opposition forces 
will demand the resignation of the Premier Mykola Azarov, the holding of early 
presidential and parliamentary elections and bringing to responsibility MIA 
Minister Vitaliy Zakharchenko for the events on the night of November 30.  

Participants of the acts of civil protest in the center of Kyiv stormed the 
buildings of the Kyiv City State Administration and the Professional Union 
Federation in which the press center of the National Resistance on Maidan will 
operate. 
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During the protests on Maidan Nezalezhnosti members of the radical 
organization Bratstvo (Brotherhood) led by Dmytro Korchynskiy stormed the 
building of the Presidential Administration. They advanced against a line of Kyiv 
police and a Berkut riot squad in a bulldozer throwing smoke bombs and rocks. 
The law enforcers responded by throwing at them noise grenades and releasing 
tear gas, many people were injured. At the same time, members of the 
opposition assured that this act of protest in the center of Kyiv is peaceful and 
has nothing to do with the disturbances organized by provocateurs near the 
building of the Presidential Administration. 

 

 
 

II. Analytical Reference 

 European  integration 

 
FAILURE OF THE VILNIUS SUMMIT: 

DARK CLOUDS BROODING OVER UKRAINE? 
 

On November 28-29 the EU Eastern Partnership Summit was held in Vilnius, 
Lithuania in which a delegation representing Ukraine participated. As was 
expected, Ukraine did not sign the EU Association Agreement. Moreover, the two 
sides did not sign a single bilateral agreement, which was testimony to the total 
failure of European integration by Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych. 
Meanwhile, during the summit in Vilnius tens of thousands of citizens protested on 
the streets of Kyiv and other cities in Ukraine against the reversal of the country’s 
Euro-integration course. On the evening of November 30, immediately following 
the closing of the summit in Vilnius, Ukrainian law enforcement dispersed peaceful 
demonstrators in Kyiv as a result of which several dozens of people sustained 
injuries and were detained by the police.   

 
What does the failure of the Vilnius Summit  

mean for Ukraine’s domestic policy? 
Will Ukrainian society be capable of putting up 
 resistance against the reversal of democracy? 

 
The fact that the EU-Ukraine 
Association Agreement was not signed 
did not come as a surprise for 
observers of EU-Ukraine relations over 
the past year, as last week it became 
apparent that Ukrainian President 
Viktor Yanukovych was giving 
preference to illusory promises of 
financial assistance from Russia over 
the possibility of harmonizing 
Ukraine’s economic and political 
system to European standards. The 

fact that the Ukrainian delegation 
refused to sign any documents with 
the EU in Vilnius, which would have 
been a signal of the intentions of both 
sides of signing the Association 
Agreement in the foreseeable future, 
showed that the Ukrainian 
government did not only reject 
European integration, but instead 
made a 180-degree U-turn in the 
direction of Moscow.  
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Clearly, this does not only mean a 
change in Ukraine’s foreign policy 
priorities, but also a complete tactic in 
domestic policy. While such changes 
may not be immediately visible, 
Ukrainians could see signs that the 
government is trying to establish a 
new order immediately after the 
official completion of the process of 
European integration in Vilnius. Having 
turned down the proposal to become 
more integrated with Europe, 
President Yanukovych completely 
untied his hands in the struggle against 
any manifestations of political 
dissension in the country. Quite 
typically, the law enforcement bodies 
in Ukraine did not apply force against 
peaceful demonstrators on the main 
squares of Kyiv from November 21 up 
until the last day of the summit in 
Vilnius. The brutal dispersion of 
protesters showed the true face of the 
no holds barred attitude of the 
Ukrainian government. 

 
The forceful siege of the EuroMaidan 
full of peaceful demonstrators was 
with all its poignancy a clear sign of the 
president’s fears of any manifestations 
of the people’s discord. Moreover, the 
law enforcers were ordered to 
disperse the demonstrators after 
nightfall when the crowds had 
dissipated.    

 
The raid on peaceful demonstrators on 
Maidan Nezalezhnosti was clearly a 
repeat performance of the ruling 
authority leading up to the future 
presidential elections, which will pick 
up steam after the events in 
November. The events that took place 
on November 30 proved that President 
Yanukovych and his inner circle will 
use any means to hold on to power 
and, at the same time, showed that he 
is afraid of the people. 
 

The question of how strongly 
Yanukovych will manage to tighten the 
screws on society before the next 
elections remains open. There are 
several obstacles to any safeguards 
against the application of force and 
repression in introducing models of 
Russian or Belarusian authoritarian 
regimes in Ukraine. Unlike in Russia, 
the popularity of the Ukrainian 
president isn’t incredibly high, the 
latest turn of events will lead to a 
decline in his popularity. Also, unlike in 
Belarus, Ukrainian society has already 
tasted freedom during the Orange 
Revolution and will not likely turn a 
blind eye to the establishment of a 
repressive regime from above.     
 
Moreover, the latest events cast light 
on several new trends in Ukrainian 
society that may obstruct the planting 
of seeds of authoritarianism in the 
country. On the one hand, the active 
participation of students from 
different cities in acts of protest 
changed the perceptions of “passive 
youth” that has become more 
dominant in recent years.  
 
On the other hand, it can be said that 
the gap between the leaders of 
opposition parties and the people is 
narrowing. While the first days of 
protests were held under the slogans 
of de-politicization and distancing from 
political demands, the unsuccessful 
participation of Yanukovych at the 
summit in Vilnius and the cleansing of 
demonstrators on Maidan 
Nezalezhnosti will clearly send a signal 
to the majority of Ukrainians about the 
need to unite with opposition parties 
in order to prevent the overturning of 
democratic processes in Ukraine. 
 
The upcoming weeks may be critical in 
terms of how Ukraine will develop 
after the summit in Vilnius. On the one 
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hand, despite the intensified protest 
moods of the people after the events 
of November 30, the impeachment of 
Yanukovych is a highly improbable 
scenario. On the other hand, the basis 
on which the current ruling power is 
counting on is gradually waning.  
 
First of all, the behavior of the 
Ukrainian president over the past 
several days has mobilized many 
people that were earlier opposed to 
him and at one time undecided and 
activated his former opponents.  
Accordingly, Yanukovych will have to 
deal with the phenomenon of 
“negative voting” -  voting for any 

candidate that can defeat the current 
president in the next elections. 
 
Secondly, the harsh behavior of the 
ruling power in Ukraine could in the 
end prompt foreign countries and 
international institutions to impose 
sanctions against representatives of 
Ukraine’s upper crust, which will pose 
a threat to Yanukovych and his team of 
being deprived of access to significant 
financial resources. Finally, the 
crackdown on the EuroMaidan does 
not mean that acts of protests will not 
continue in the country and will 
probably lead to their further 
proliferation.  

 

Conclusions 
 

As such, the fact that the Association Agreement with the EU was not signed and the 
failure at the summit in Vilnius showed that with the refusal of the Ukrainian 
leadership from European integration Ukraine has turned towards Russia. Ukrainian 
society understands that poses a major threat that will lead to the escalation of 
repressions and authoritarian practices in order to quell any oppositional moods of 
the people.  
At the same time, this will incite the resistance of Ukrainians, who have already 
participated in a number of acts of protest in many major cities across the country. 
The events of recent weeks may answer the question of which of these trends will 
prevail. 
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