
 Paris, June the 29  

 

Ladies and gentlemen, Honourable Members of the European Parliament, 

 

We wish to draw your attention to the situation of General Jovan Divjak, currently held under house 
arrest in Vienna after being arrested on 3 March of this year. It is a matter that we ask you to take up 
urgently with the Austrian Government. 

Although his name did not appear on the lists of the ICTY or those of Interpol, the Austrian police 
arrested Jovan Divjak on the basis of a “black list” drawn up after the Bosnian War by Milosevic’s 
Serbia, where his name appeared along with 17 other people who, like Divjak, opposed the war of 
ethnic cleansing. 

Accused of a “war crime”, he is awaiting a court decision on his possible extradition to Sarajevo or 
Belgrade. Jovan Divjak, a symbol of the defence of Sarajevo, has been waiting for more than 100 
days to prove his innocence, which must be intolerable for this fighter for peace and for a multi-
ethnic Bosnia and Herzegovina.  

The Austrian court was waiting for an agreement between the prosecutors in charge of war crimes in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina and in Serbia, and therefore didn't want to decide the fate of Jovan Divjak. 
Now, we are learning that this agreement will not happen: Jovan has been waiting three months for 
nothing. The Austrian court will have to stay its judgment on the merits, and it is urgent to act 
towards the Austrian authorities and the OSCE to demand a full and immediate release. 

Jovan Divjak became a soldier in the Yugoslav Army in 1984. He was posted to Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, and in 1992 he witnessed the attack on the then defenceless Bosnian people in Sarajevo. 
It is to his credit that he decided to stay to free Sarajevo. Since the end of the war, Divjak and his 
association have fought for the reconstruction of Bosnia and Herzegovina through education. He 
travels throughout Europe to raise funds and enable young Bosnians, orphans of war, to pursue their 
education. He was arrested sixteen years after the war, and now we question the reasons for his arrest, 
which came just a few weeks before the arrest of Mladic, accused of war crimes committed in 
Srebrenica. 

Jovan Divjak is an ardent European, and a firm believer that the salvation of the peoples of the 
Western Balkans lies within the European Union. But for this the European Union has to welcome 
them and be brave enough to help establish accountability for war, which, we are certain, would lead 
to truth, justice and reconciliation. History as a whole has taught us that there can be no lasting peace 
without establishing guilt, redemption and forgiveness. Yet this work has not yet truly begun.  

The Dayton agreement endorsed the ethnic partition of Bosnia and Herzegovina and, since Mladic’s 
arrest, tensions have increased as a result of the actions of the Serb leaders in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, who are able to get away unhindered with multiple statements of schism and hatred. The 
government of the Republika Srpska called a referendum for the “peaceful dissolution” of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, thus defying all agreements and conditions for accession to the European Union. It 
threatens to hand Jovan Divjak over to the Serbian justice system if he “sets foot in the RS”, and 
today regards Mladic as a hero and is financing his defence. The complacent attitude of Serbia’s 



leadership is creating a dangerous and explosive situation in the region, particularly in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina.  

The European Commission has intervened, and Baroness Ashton travelled to Banja Luka, thereby 
preventing the referendum. At the same time, however, she gave credit to Dodik as a political 
authority in Bosnia and Herzegovina by meeting with him, at a time when the country is still unable to 
form its government and this eight months after the elections. High Representative Valentin Inzko, an 
Austrian diplomat, meanwhile recognises his inability to put a stop to the funding of the defence of 
criminals accused of crimes against humanity.  

The European Parliament must assume its role and fully involve itself in finding solutions that are 
consistent with our values and treaties. Indeed, we cannot accept the statements of the RS leadership 
nor can we accept the complacent attitude of the Serbian leadership. They must be firmly denounced.   

As we are about to commemorate Srebrenica and the 8,372 murders committed by Milosevic’s army 
under the command of Mladic, the European Parliament – which has recognised 11 July as a day 
of remembrance for the Srebrenica genocide throughout the European Union – could be proud 
of itself were it to intervene and meet with the Austrian government to urge it to lift the house 
arrest and demand the full and immediate release of Jovan Divjak, thereby enabling him to return 
to Sarajevo with his head held high and allowing Bosnia and Herzegovina to rebuild itself. Although 
this country is going through the worst crisis it has seen since the war, we cannot allow even the 
slightest confusion to be made between Jovan Divjak and Ratko Mladic, whose defenders deny 
the genocide and the disappearance of more than 15,000 Bosnians during the war, in addition to 
96,895 deaths reported. 

The future of the region will depend on its ability to write its history and, as declared by Semso 
Salihovic, a former commander of the Bosnian army, now in Geneva, “the fear of forgetting is greater 
than all the fears I am forced to remember”: a fitting statement for those who died at Srebrenica and 
all those missing. 
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