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SEEN FROM CENTRAL EUROPE 
THE EAST-WEST DIVIDE IN 
THE EUROPEAN UNION IN 

LIGHT OF THE COVID-19 CRISIS 
 

 

ne of the major challenges for the 

future of European integration is to 

"Europeanise" public debate. It is 

by opening up national public spaces and 

reducing the relative importance of the 

divisions based on national belonging that 

a genuine European public space could 

emerge, an indispensable factor in 

providing the European project with a 

political and democratic dimension 

commensurate with its ambitions. This 

presupposes a certain degree of 

convergence between collective 

perceptions of the major problems facing 

Europeans. However, this dynamic faces 

deeply rooted representations of the 

dividing lines between nations or "blocs" 

within the Union. Among them, it is the 

East-West divide that seems to be playing 

a particularly significant role. Has this 

cleavage found significant expression 

during the COVID-19 crisis? 

 

The aim here is not to analyse or compare 

developments in the crisis itself or the 

public policies that have been put in place 

here and there in Europe, but to look at the 

perceptions and narratives that this crisis 

has inspired. Is there a central European 

specificity1 at the level of political and 

 
1 By " central European " we include here the whole 

area usually referred to, in Brussels jargon, by the 

acronym CEEC, i.e. the Member States that joined 

the European Union in 2004-07. 

media discourse regarding the current 

health crisis? 

 

A cleavage of varying importance as 

recent crises have unfolded 

Looking at some of the major recent crises, 

the relevance of the East-West divide - i.e. 

the degree of specificity of perceptions, 

aspirations and interpretations that are 

significantly expressed in Central and 

Eastern Europe compared to the West 

European mainstream - has been variable.  

By accepting a certain level of broad 

generalization2, it has to be said that this 

divide was not expressed very much during 

the financial crisis of 2008. In the ensuing 

debt crisis, it remained insignificant, even 

though some Central European countries 

were able to make their differences heard3. 

The Russian-Ukrainian crisis of 2013-14 

highlighted an understandable central 

European specificity, the countries of 

central and eastern Europe being 

particularly sensitive to the geopolitical 

issues involving Russia, without this 

sensitivity causing major tensions with the 

Western mainstream because of the 

relatively stable consensus among all the 

Member States4. Quite the opposite 

occurred with the migration crisis of 2015, 

when a large share of Central European 

governments adopted a specifically 

conflicting position in relation to the rest of 

the Union.5. This most recent crisis 

 

2 Indeed, it should be remembered that neither 

"West" nor "East" constitutes a monolithic block. 
Cf. Lehne Stefan, “Europe’s East-West Divide: 

Myth or Reality?”, Carnegie Europe,  April 2019  

3 For example, the issue of strengthening the 

European Financial Stability Fund toppled the 

Radičová government in Slovakia in 2011, while 

the Czech Republic, along with the United 

Kingdom, refused to join the Treaty on Stability, 

Coordination and Governance (TSCG) in 2012. 

4 As shown by the adoption of the sanctions against 

Russia in 2014, which have been renewed regularly 

since then by unanimous agreement among the 

Member States.  

5 Hungary, the Czech Republic, Romania and 

Slovakia voted against a temporary quota system 

for the reception of refugees in September 2015, 

and Slovakia and Hungary subsequently brought 

O 
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considerably reinforced the perception of 

the strength of the East-West divide within 

the Union.6. Will the health crisis mark a 

new stage in this alienation between the 

two parts of Europe? 

 

Central European variations on themes 

that cut across the Union 

Certain perceptions and narratives 

observable in Central and Eastern Europe 

are equivalent to those heard in France or 

anywhere else in Europe. These include the 

Eurosceptic narrative - which considers 

that the health crisis has confirmed the 

European Union's uselessness and inability 

to act7 – and its corollaries: a pro-Chinese 

narrative or, more generally, a form of 

fascination with authoritarian regimes, 

which are supposed to be better able to 

cope with the crisis.  

In this respect, Central and Eastern Europe 

does not really stand out in terms of 

substance, although there may be 

specificities in terms of the form and 

intensity of these trends, or the political 

weight of the people concerned. One of the 

 
cases before the ECJ challenging this system (cases 

C-643/15 and C-647/15). In turn, the European 

Commission took Hungary, Poland and the Czech 

Republic to the ECJ for non-compliance with this 

decision (cases C-715/17, C-718/17 and C-719/17). 

See also Macek Lukáš, “Refugee Crisis:a further 

East-West split in Europe?” European Interviews, 

n° 88, Robert Schuman Foundation, October 2015  

6 This divide became apparent also during the 

negotiations surrounding the renewal of the 

European Commission in 2019, when several 

Central European countries blocked Frans 

Timmermans' candidacy for the presidency. 

7 This theme has been exploited by eurosceptic 

political forces which, paradoxically, have found 

themselves criticising the Union for not having 

acted outside its competences... Nevertheless, it 

also reflects the perception widely shared by 

Europeans: according to the survey carried out for 

the European Council on Foreign Relations, 22% of 

the 11,000 Europeans questioned in 9 Member 

States representative of European diversity 

considered that the Union had lived up to its 

responsibilities during the pandemic against 46% 

who thought the opposite.  

(cf. Krastev Ivan, Leonard Mark : Europe’s 

Pandemic Politics: how the virus has changed the 

public’s worldview, ECFR Policy Brief, June 2020 

most extreme examples was provided by a 

candidate country, Serbia, where the 

President Aleksandar Vučić likened 

European solidarity to a "fairy tale", while 

exalting Serbo-Chinese friendship, going 

so far as to publicly kiss the Chinese flag, 

while in the streets of Belgrade one could 

see posters bearing the portrait of Xi 

Jinping accompanied by the slogan “Thank 

you brother Xi”8.  

Within the Union, however, similar 

phenomena have been observed in both 

East and West9: In Poland and the Czech 

Republic, it was the Prime Ministers 

themselves who were waiting on the 

tarmac for the first delivery of masks, 

although sold, not offered by China. In 

Italy, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Luigi 

Di Maio (M5S), was present at the arrival 

of a contingent of Russian soldiers, sent 

following a telephone call from Italian 

Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte to Russian 

President Vladimir Putin. 

Beyond perceptions and narratives, a 

propensity to put certain fundamental 

principles in brackets and to strengthen 

executives has been observed just about 

everywhere in Europe. Admittedly, the 

legislative activities of the Polish 

government10 or the Hungarian "enabling 

act" have provoked strong and 

understandable controversies, given both 

the track record of the governments 

concerned and, in the Hungarian case, a 

certain brutality of the text.11 However, 

 
8 Cf. Wunsch Natasha: “How Covid-19 is 

deepening democratic backsliding and geopolitical 

competition in the Western Balkans”  

9 An initial overview of the situations in the various 

European states: Seaman John (ed.) Covid-19 and 

Europe-China Relations. A country-level analysis, 

European Think-tank Network on China (ETNC) 

Special Report, April 2020 
10 Cf. Krakovsky Roman: “States facing the 

coronavirus - Poland, between reactivity and 

opportunism, Institut Montaigne Blog, April 2020 

11 While some people have been able to draw a 

comparison between the Hungarian "law on 

protection against coronavirus" and the one that 

established a "state of health emergency" in France 

(cf. Leotard Corentin, "Hungary n’est plus une 

democratie. Tiens, la France non plus..." in 

Courrier de l'Europe centrale, May 2020), a quick 

https://www.robert-schuman.eu/en/doc/entretiens-d-europe/ee-88-en.pdf
https://www.robert-schuman.eu/en/doc/entretiens-d-europe/ee-88-en.pdf
https://www.ecfr.eu/publications/summary/europes_pandemic_politics_how_the_virus_has_changed_the_publics_worldview
https://www.ecfr.eu/publications/summary/europes_pandemic_politics_how_the_virus_has_changed_the_publics_worldview
https://www.ecfr.eu/publications/summary/europes_pandemic_politics_how_the_virus_has_changed_the_publics_worldview
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/europpblog/2020/05/20/how-covid-19-is-deepening-democratic-backsliding-and-geopolitical-competition-in-the-western-balkans/
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/europpblog/2020/05/20/how-covid-19-is-deepening-democratic-backsliding-and-geopolitical-competition-in-the-western-balkans/
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/europpblog/2020/05/20/how-covid-19-is-deepening-democratic-backsliding-and-geopolitical-competition-in-the-western-balkans/
https://www.ifri.org/sites/default/files/atoms/files/etnc_special_report_covid-19_china_europe_2020.pdf
https://www.ifri.org/sites/default/files/atoms/files/etnc_special_report_covid-19_china_europe_2020.pdf
https://www.institutmontaigne.org/blog/les-etats-face-au-coronavirus-la-pologne-entre-reactivite-et-opportunisme
https://www.institutmontaigne.org/blog/les-etats-face-au-coronavirus-la-pologne-entre-reactivite-et-opportunisme
https://www.institutmontaigne.org/blog/les-etats-face-au-coronavirus-la-pologne-entre-reactivite-et-opportunisme
https://courrierdeuropecentrale.fr/la-hongrie-nest-plus-une-democratie-tiens-la-france-non-plus/
https://courrierdeuropecentrale.fr/la-hongrie-nest-plus-une-democratie-tiens-la-france-non-plus/
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these two particular cases are not sufficient 

to substantiate the thesis of a significant 

East-West divide within the Union. 

Another Central European country 

provided an example of the strength of the 

rule of law: in the Czech Republic, four 

government measures restricting 

fundamental freedoms were annulled by 

the Prague City Court. Prime Minister 

Andrej Babiš called the decision "absurd", 

but the government immediately 

complied12. 

Other themes have emerged in the public 

debate: conspiratorial temptations, the 

praise of withdrawal and the border. The 

historical experience of Central Europe 

may have rubbed off on these themes, 

sometimes in contradictory ways. Thus, 

while on the one hand the closure of 

borders conveys a very negative image to a 

large part of the population for obvious 

historical reasons, the imaginary of the 

"border that protects" has become strongly 

entrenched in public debate following the 

2015 migration crisis. Nevertheless, 

beyond these possible local perceptions, 

which are, moreover, variable, these 

themes have been perceptible throughout 

Europe and do not allow us to identify a 

significant East-West divide. It is quite the 

contrary: the relative homogeneity of the 

themes addressed and the fact that identical 

cleavages cut across European societies 

rather constitute favourable conditions for 

the emergence of a European public space.  

In addition to this, the COVID-19 crisis 

highlights a real European specificity: 

 
review of the two texts identifies substantial 

differences. Here are a few examples: in the French 

case, the legal text is precise and detailed, while in 

the Hungarian one, it is summary and vague; 

stronger guarantees for public control of the 

executive during the state of emergency in France; 

a much more precise delimitation, in the French 

text, of the fields in which the executive can act by 

decree. And, of course, the two elements that 

caused the most controversy: the absence of an 

automatic end to the validity of the law in Hungary 

and the draconian penalties for new offences of 

"obstructing epidemic prevention". 

12 Marakova  Natálie: “Czech Republic: Court Puts 

Government in its Place”, Friedrich Naumann 

Foundation, May 2020 

although the reactions of European 

societies and governments may have 

differed to a greater or lesser extent, these 

differences remain small in comparison 

with other regions of the world. Thus, on 

the whole, Europeans accepted the 

restrictive measures more readily than 

those observed in the United States for 

example. However, they have been more 

vigilant in preserving basic democratic 

principles, including privacy, than in Asian 

democracies and, a fortiori, authoritarian 

regimes. Between the image of the armed 

demonstrators in the Michigan State 

Capitol and the Chinese digital Big 

Brother, the European position appears, 

once again, to be one of seeking a 

moderate and balanced compromise 

between potentially contradictory values 

and principles.13 

 

The debate surrounding the COVID-19 

crisis therefore seems to be rather 

convergent at the EU level. However, real 

central European specificities must not be 

overlooked. 

 

A real specificity of the East: the 

traumatic relationship to the West  

First of all, the trans-European narratives 

evoked - the anti-European or pro-Chinese 

discourses - sometimes resemble, in 

Central and Eastern Europe, an anti-

Western discourse, in other words a 

discourse that, by definition, postulates an 

East-West divide. Although all the central 

European member states of the Union 

made a clear choice, as early as 1990, to 

belong to the "West", attaching absolute 

priority to membership of the "Western 

structures" (European Union, NATO), a 

minority of the societies concerned did not 

share that choice. This "anti-Western" 

attitude is one of the major resources of 

central European euroscepticism, which 

equates the European Union with an 

instrument of Western European 

 

13 Chopin Thierry, Macek Lukáš : In the face of the 

European Union's political crisis: the vital cultural 

combat over values, European Issues, n° 479, 

Robert Schuman Foundation, July 2018  

https://fnf-europe.org/2020/05/05/czech-republic-court-puts-government-in-its-place/
https://fnf-europe.org/2020/05/05/czech-republic-court-puts-government-in-its-place/
https://www.robert-schuman.eu/en/european-issues/0479-in-the-face-of-the-european-union-s-political-crisis-the-vital-cultural-struggle-over-values
https://www.robert-schuman.eu/en/european-issues/0479-in-the-face-of-the-european-union-s-political-crisis-the-vital-cultural-struggle-over-values
https://www.robert-schuman.eu/en/european-issues/0479-in-the-face-of-the-european-union-s-political-crisis-the-vital-cultural-struggle-over-values
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domination (itself often equated with the 

Franco-German couple or Germany alone, 

anti-German sentiment being a powerful 

vector in Poland and the Czech Republic in 

particular). The ideological inspirations for 

this attitude are diverse: traditionally, it is 

first and foremost nostalgia for the pre-

1989 regimes, typical of the extreme left-

wing electorate. But there is also the 

conservative vision, often with a strong 

religious dimension, which considers "the 

West" as decadent, having renounced 

traditional values - a discourse that is 

particularly present in Poland and 

Hungary, but which can be found in 

countries as diverse as Bulgaria, Latvia, 

Lithuania, Slovakia or the Czech 

Republic14.  

The COVID-19 crisis can then be 

associated either with some kind of divine 

punishment or with supposed additional 

evidence of the dangers of immigration.15 

However, even if in the central European 

case this discourse plays on the East-West 

divide, it should be remembered that it 

does not in itself constitute a specific 

feature of this region: similar discourses 

also appear in Western Europe or the 

United States.16  

It is a close but distinct narrative that 

constitutes perhaps the strongest Central 

 

14 By way of example, these countries constitute - 

together with Hungary - the group of European 

Union Member States which have not ratified the 

Istanbul Convention on Preventing and Combating 

Violence against Women and Domestic Violence, 

given the political weight of interpretations which 

consider that this text "raises doubts about the 

future of European Christian civilisation", to quote 

the Holy Synod of the Bulgarian Orthodox Church. 

(https://www.euractiv.com/section/freedom-of-

thought/news/istanbul-convention-spells-trouble-

for-bulgarias-ruling-coalition) 

15 For example, a priest in Wroclaw was able to 

liken the epidemic to divine punishment for 

attempts to legalize same-sex marriage. (cf. Klajn 

Maryla Politicizing the pandemic: Poland’s 

response to COVID-19). As for the link with 

immigration, this theme was used by Viktor Orbán, 

among others. (cf. Bieber Florian: “Global 

Nationalism in Times of the COVID-19 Pandemic”, 
Nationalities Papers, 1-13, April 2020) 
16 Cf. Schnapp Joël Élie : « Covid-19 et la tentation 

eschatologique », Le Point, May 2020  

European specificity: one based on 

wounded and regained pride, one of 

revenge on Western Europe. It feeds on the 

feeling that Westerners are lesson-givers 

who lack consideration and understanding 

of Central Europe17, while they are 

gradually losing their role as an 

indisputable model and would be better 

advised to draw inspiration from Central 

Europe - a feeling that has been growing 

strongly for several years now18. The 

COVID-19 crisis has contributed further to 

pushing the West off its pedestal and is 

providing new arguments for the countries 

of Central and Eastern Europe to assert 

their ability to do better than the West19. 

And the feeling that this success is not 

sufficiently recognised and valued by the 

older Member States of the Union 

contributes in turn to strengthening this 

resentment: as an example, we might 

mention the Polish Conservative portal 

Niezalezna.pl which headlined "the 

troublesome success of Central Europe" 

and denounced "Western commentators 

who cannot swallow the fact that our part 

of Europe has achieved something better 

than the 'centre of civilisation'"20. 

This narrative on the supposed Central 

European superiority in the management of 

the crisis compared to Western Europe has 

given rise to a wide range of speculations 

regarding its reasons, some of which lend 

 
17 Cf. Valasek Tomáš: “Why Can’t the EU’s West 

and East Work as One?”, Carnegie Europe, 

November 2019  

18 Thus, Viktor Orbán concluded his speech at the 

summer university of Băile Tușnad in Transylvania 

in July 2018: "Thirty years ago, we still believed 

that Europe was our future. Today we believe that 

we are the future of Europe.” Another example: for 

its presidency of the Visegrad Group in 2019-20, 

the Czech Republic has opted for the slogan 

"Reasonable Europe". 

19 Unsurprisingly, the press in Central and Eastern 

Europe strongly echoed the laudatory articles that 

appeared in the Anglo-Saxon press on this subject. 

(« Poorer Nations in Europe’s East Could Teach the 

West a Lesson on Coronavirus » in The Wall Street 

Journal or « How central and eastern Europe 

contained coronavirus » in Financial Times). 
20 https://niezalezna.pl/330733-klopotliwy-sukces-

europy-srodkowej (English summary)   

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
https://europeanbordercommunities.eu/blog/bordering-the-threat-and-the-questionable-logic-of-polands-closed-borders-response-to-the-coronavirus-pandemic
https://europeanbordercommunities.eu/blog/bordering-the-threat-and-the-questionable-logic-of-polands-closed-borders-response-to-the-coronavirus-pandemic
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/nationalities-papers/article/global-nationalism-in-times-of-the-covid19-pandemic/3A7F44AFDD6AC117AE05160F95738ED4
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/nationalities-papers/article/global-nationalism-in-times-of-the-covid19-pandemic/3A7F44AFDD6AC117AE05160F95738ED4
https://www.lepoint.fr/debats/covid-19-et-la-tentation-eschatologique-20-05-2020-2376334_2.php
https://www.lepoint.fr/debats/covid-19-et-la-tentation-eschatologique-20-05-2020-2376334_2.php
about:blank
https://carnegieeurope.eu/2019/11/08/why-can-t-eu-s-west-and-east-work-as-one-pub-80300.
https://carnegieeurope.eu/2019/11/08/why-can-t-eu-s-west-and-east-work-as-one-pub-80300.
https://niezalezna.pl/330733-klopotliwy-sukces-europy-srodkowej
https://niezalezna.pl/330733-klopotliwy-sukces-europy-srodkowej
https://rmx.news/article/commentary/central-europes-success-with-coronavirus-crisis-is-troublesome-for-the-west)
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themselves to various political 

exploitations, whether it be nostalgia for 

the communist regime, criticism of 

political and societal liberalism or praise 

for a specifically Central European way of 

life: the rapid adoption of restrictive 

measures and, in particular, the generalised 

obligation to wear masks; the compulsory 

BCG vaccination under the communist 

regime which, according to some 

scientists, could strengthen the overall 

immunity of the population; social 

behaviour which spontaneously 

incorporates a certain amount of "social 

distancing"; or a generally more 

disciplined attitude towards official 

instructions - a feature welcomed by some, 

but deplored as a legacy of communism by 

others. 

Nevertheless, in the face of these various 

variants of more or less anti-Western 

discourse, we should not ignore the 

presence of pro-Western "counter-

narratives", carried by the portion of 

society that is in keeping with the post-

1989 liberal impetus. Thus, the pro-

European discourse has found a new 

resource around the feeling of being "all in 

the same boat" in the face of the crisis and 

its consequences.21 Vigorous reactions to 

Chinese and Russian propaganda have 

emerged. And civil society has not failed 

to mobilize in the face of the risks of 

authoritarian abuses22. 

 
21 Of the 9 Member States covered by the above-

mentioned survey, two represented Central and 

Eastern Europe: Poland and Bulgaria. To the 

question "How has the coronavirus changed your 

attitude towards the Union? "68% of Poles and 56% 

of Bulgarians said that the crisis has demonstrated 

the need for more European cooperation (compared 

with 55% of Germans and 52% of French). Faced 

with the question "Who was your country's greatest 

ally in the coronavirus crisis? "Poland was also 

more positive than other countries: 17% for the EU 

versus 11% for China, while in Italy it was 4% for 

the EU and 25% for China and in France 7% for the 

EU and 4% for China. 

22 Examples include demonstrations against plans 

to restrict the right to abortion in Poland, Hungarian 

NGOs mobilised against the strengthening of the 

Orbán government's power or the continued 

mobilisation of the "One Million Moments for 

 

Thus, as in the West, the COVID-19 crisis 

undoubtedly contributed to radicalising 

forces hostile to the European project, 

while confirming the "pro-Europeans" in 

their beliefs. The polarisation of societies 

that can be seen in all European 

democracies has been reinforced, without 

it being organised around national borders 

or the former Iron Curtain. Nevertheless, 

the resentment towards Westerners who 

are seen as contemptuous and as "lesson-

givers" resonates far beyond the 

Eurosceptic segments of Central European 

societies, contributing to the maintenance 

of East-West tension, which is harmful to 

the Union and structurally weakening the 

pro-European political forces in Central 

and Eastern Europe. 

 

An opportunity to grasp  

Unless... this crisis could, on the contrary, 

prove to be a source of opportunities, 

capable of rebuilding trust between 

Europeans, by instilling a shared "desire 

for Union" from West to East? Several 

factors could favour this scenario.  

First of all, the theme of "all in the same 

boat" is far more audible and 

understandable than in previous crises, 

which were more asymmetrical in nature, 

thereby fuelling the illusion that certain 

States were not concerned. Thus, the 

moralistic or ideological approaches that 

exacerbated tensions during previous crises 

("ants against cicadas", "multiculturalism 

against defence of European identity") 

have played a much weaker role in the face 

of COVID-19. As a result, the cleavages 

within the Union are much less clear-cut 

and rather unprecedented: it is not as 

simple as East versus West (2015) or North 

versus South (2010). Moreover, the 

perception of the threat is very 

homogeneous, with no European 

government having permanently opted to 

contest or minimise it. Finally, European 

unity can benefit from the relative 

weakening of the alternative centres 

 
Democracy" movement against Czech Prime 

Minister Andrej Babiš. 



MANAGING COVID-19, A JOURNEY THROUGH EUROPE 

 

 
Robert Schuman Foundation | July 2020 

 

6 

towards which those in Central and Eastern 

Europe who reject the European project are 

looking: Russia initially seemed in a 

position to strengthen its image as a result 

of this crisis, but the most recent 

developments are proving the opposite. As 

for China, while its " mask diplomacy " 

enabled it to wrest a few slavish gestures 

from certain governments, the underlying 

trend throughout Europe is rather towards 

an awareness of the dangers of dependence 

on China and the increased aggressiveness 

of Chinese diplomacy.  

 

In this context, if the European Union 

succeeds in self-administering its own 

"Marshall Plan" and if it proves to be 

effective and helps to mitigate the effects 

of the crisis, there is a potential for an 

awareness of European strength and the 

emergence of a "European pride", fostering 

a sense of common belonging and shared 

interest. More specifically, the end of the 

health crisis and the common fight against 

its consequences offer a real opportunity to 

overcome, at last, the tension between the 

superiority complex of the western "big 

brother" and the inferiority complex of the 

eastern "little brother", a tension that has 

caused Europe to waste a good part of the 

post-1989 and post-2004 dynamic.  

In particular this requires convergence 

between two approaches that has to be 

initiated on both sides. On the one hand, 

the West must show itself capable of 

taking the East seriously and reassuring it 

of the consideration accorded to it. We 

should note that there were some 

encouraging signals prior to the COVID-19 

crisis23. On the other hand, the East would 

 
23 Two examples: In an interview for the 

Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung on 7 November 

2019, Austrian Chancellor Sebastian Kurz said: "It 

is the partly existing Western arrogance which to 

some extent reinforces resentment in Eastern 

Europe and which, unfortunately, also in the people 

of Western Europe leads in part to contempt for 

Eastern Europeans." In a similar frame of mind, 

Emmanuel Macron addressed the students of the 

Jagiellonian University in Krakow on 4 February 

2020 in the following terms: "Yes, what happened 

on 1 May 2004 (...). It was a reunification of 

be well advised to put an end to what could 

be described sometimes as the "childhood 

diseases" of post-communist democracies 

and sometimes as a "teenage crisis" 

following too long a period of Western 

paternalism, inherent to the enlargement 

process24. 

 

Lukáš Macek 

Director of the European Campus – 

Central and Eastern Europe of Sciences 

Po in Dijon 

 

 
Europe after the wall that had fallen. And I think I 

can say that Western Europeans, perhaps more the 

French than others, have not sufficiently seen, said, 

thought or conceptualized it. This may, moreover, 

have led to humiliation, feelings of humiliation or 

incomprehension. And I understand this as perhaps 

what has collectively made us stutter in recent 

years. And perhaps that's why we missed our 

reunion. I believe that time has done its work and I 

believe very deeply that today, for your generation 

and the same generation in France and throughout 

Europe, this map of Europe must be that of unity 

and not think that there are countries to which 

Europe has been enlarged as if they were not on the 

same level from day one. That is not true, that is not 

true. » 

24 Cf. Macek Lukáš : L’élargissement met-il en 

péril le projet européen ?, Documentation 

Française, Coll. Réflexe Europe – Débats, 2011, p. 

89  


