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Analysis

Barring surprise, Viktor Orban is due
to win a third consecutive term as the
head of Hungary
On 8th April next nearly 8 million Hungarians are being called to ballot to renew the 199
members of the Orszaggyules, the only house of parliament. This date is not a random
choice since on 8th April 1990 the second round of the first free elections organised in
Hungary took place after the communist dictatorship over the country came to an end.
The legislative election will almost be without surprise, such is the degree to which
outgoing Prime Minister, Viktor Orban (Alliance of Young Democrats-Civic Union, FIDESZMPP) dominates the country and the impotence of the opposition
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The socialists say they are prepared to widen
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a political party, the other to vote in support of

candidates can be presented either by the parties

a candidate.

or by the citizens.

Voters who belong to a national minority[2]

Finally, party political broadcasts can be made

vote for the lists of their minority and not for the

on TV, if the channel accepts to give the parties

national parties. Only one quarter of the votes

free air-time. In this case they must then grant

required by the national parties is necessary for

the same time to all of the electoral lists running.

a list representing a minority to win a seat. The
national minorities that do not win seats can

8 political parties are represented at present in

delegate a spokesperson in parliament.

the Hungarian parliament:

Only
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parties

running

in
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–Alliance

and Budapest can put candidates forward in the

(FIDESZ-MPP), created on 30th March 1988 led

proportional vote. The parties that put forward

by outgoing Prime Minister Viktor Orban, with

candidates in 106 constituencies receive 2 million

117 MPs;

€; those running in 80 to 105 constituencies

–

receive 1.5 million €, those with candidates in

(KDNP), founded ibn 1944 led by Zsolt Semjen,

more than 54 constituencies but fewer than 79

16 seats;

receive 1 million € and finally those presenting

– the Socialist Party (MSZP), founded in 1989

candidates in 27 to 53 constituencies receive

and chaired by Gyula Molnar, with 29 MPs;

500,000€. Each candidate receives 3,200€ for

– Together. A party for a new era (Együtt), a

his/her electoral campaign.

social liberal party created in 2012, led by Peter

the

of

Young

People’s

Democrats-Civic

Christian-Democratic

Union

Party

Juhasz, has 3 seats;
To be able to sit in parliament a party has to

– Democratic Coalition (DK), a social-liberal

win at least 5% of the votes cast; an alliance of

party led by former Prime Minister (2004-2009)

two parties, 10% of the vote and an alliance of

Ferenc Gyurcsany, with 4 MPs;

3 parties or more, 15%. The seats covered by

– Dialogue for Hungary (PM), a social democratic,

the national lists are distributed proportionally

ecologist party created in February 2013, led by

to the votes cast; votes that do not enable a

Gergely Karacsony and Timea Szabo, 1 seat;

party to win seats, as well as the votes for a

- The Hungarian Liberal Party (L), led by Gabor

party having achieved the seat which go beyond

Fodor, 1 seat;

the electoral threshold are then redistributed

– Movement for a better Hungary (Jobbik), a

according to the d’Hondt method.

nationalist party created in October 2003 and
led by Gabor Vona with 23 seats;

2. Hungary recognises 13 national
minorities :Germans, Armenians,
Bulgarians ; Croatians, Greeks,
Poles, Roma, Romanian,
Ruthenians, Serbs, Slovakians,
Slovenians, Ukrainians.
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Any part that wants to put a list forward in the

– Doing Politics Differently (LMP), an ecologist

general single list vote must collate at least 500

party founded in 2009, led byAkos Hadhazy and

voter signatures. In the single list constituencies

Bernadett Szel, with 5 seats.
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Reminder of the elections results on 6th April 2014 in Hungary
Turnout : 61,73%

Proportional vote

Coalition

FIDESZMPP
KDNP
Alliance

Unity

Political Parties

No of
votes
won

% of
votes
won

Alliance of
Young Democrats-Civic
Union (FIDESZMPP)

Single list vote

No of
seats

30

2 264 780

2 165 342

87

Socialisty Party
(MSZP)

21

Together. Party
for a new Era
(Együtt)
25,57

Total % of
votes won

Total
seats

117

66,83
7

1 290 806

No seats

44,87

Christian Democratic Party
(KDNP)

DemocraticCoalition (DK)

No of
votes
won

05

TOTAL

9

16

8

29

2

1

3

3

1

1 317 879

19,10

4

Dialogue for
Hungary (PM)

1

1

Hungarian Liberal Party (MLP)

1

1

Movement for a
Better Hungary
(Jobbik)

1 020 476

20,22

23

1 000 637

11,56

23

Doing Politics
Differently
(LMP)

269 414

5,34

5

244 191

2,51

5

Others

201 887

4

0

424 750

0

0

0

Source : http://www.valasztas.hu/48

FONDATION ROBERT SCHUMAN / GENERAL ELECTIONS IN HUNGARY / 08TH APRIL 2018

Political issues

