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military and security ones, credible means to resist the rise of 

nationalism and egoism. Its aim should not be to protect itself, 

as we hear too often, but to project itself in the world, which is 

its close neighbour, and help to shape in the future. Given what 

it has already accomplished, this is a goal within its reach. It 

must do it for itself and for humanity. A world without Europe 

would be much too cruel!

Europeans must always be reminded of its self-evident 

realities. First, they are demographic, as 83% of the world’s 

population does not live in Europe, and this proportion will only 

increase to our disadvantage. Second, they are geographic: 

the European Union is the smallest continent in the world, with 

an area of 4,2 million km2 when the smallest State-continent, 

Australia, counts 7,6 and the biggest, Russia, 17 million. Lastly, 

they are democratic as only 60 States are truly democracies, 

and totalitarian or “illiberal” regimes constantly assert their 

effectiveness in the face of regimes of freedom. The world has 

changed dimension and size counts more than ever. We can 

call this the great shift.

Europe must strengthen its forces…
Europe must now understand that it has rivals, perhaps even 

enemies. Built against empires and nationalism, its strength 

resides in its wealth, law, freedoms and culture. This must not 

exonerate it from building up its forces, which is a matter of 

its security. To matter, it must relearn how to prepare itself for 

every hypothesis so that it does not have to use coercion. It 

must do so autonomously, aiming for independence, no longer 

relying on others – even its allies, whose interests can differ 

from ours. NATO remains our alliance but 

our true security depends and will depend 

on us.

Finally, evident among all the lessons 

learned are those on its own experience.

European integration has succeeded beyond 

the hope of its founding fathers. Who could 

have predicted that it would pick itself up 

after two world wars? It remains the main 

place of creation of wealth and the first com-

mercial power. It continues to head the race 

for innovation, even if it does not always 

manage to give it an industrial dimension 

like the other big powers do. It has created 

the most comfortable place of freedom and 

culture where solidarity is practiced and real 

social policies are developed.

… and stop doubting
Europe must now decide to promote this, not 

as a model, but as an example of success. 

For this, it must cease questioning its accom-

plishments and make of its assets peaceful 

weapons, and of its capacities, including 
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European evidences
by Jean-Dominique Giuliani, President of the Robert Schuman Foundation, Paris

La grande bascule
In his new book La grande bascule (“The great shift”), Jean-Dominique 

Giuliani shows that there is a real difference between innovation 

from success and bouncing back after failure. He tells us that Europe 

has succeeded beyond the hopes of its founding fathers and that 

it could still claim its place, at the end of the century, among the 

3 leading world powers.

> Available in print and e-book: https://bit.ly/2ZAhyXC

This work will also soon be published in English.

2019 Schuman Report on Europe
This 13th edition analyses the challenges that Europe faces today. 

With contributions from experts, commentaries on original maps 

and statistics, the 2019 Schuman Report on the state of the Union 

offers a complete view of the European Union. It is available in 

bookshops and on the website of the Foundation: 

> https://www.robert-schuman.eu/fr/librairie

An English version will soon be available online.
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he founded his own international consulting business: J-DG.
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